
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dangers of Internet Use 

Top seven dangers for children online – how to keep 
them safe 

1. Cyberbullying -Social media and online games are 
today's virtual playground, and that is where much 
cyberbullying takes place. The best foundation for 
protecting against cyberbullying is to be comfortable 
talking to your children about what is going on in their 
lives, and how to stand up to bullies. 

2. Cyber predators - Sexual and other predators can 
stalk kids on the Internet, taking advantage of 
children's innocence, abusing their trust and, perhaps, 
ultimately luring them into very dangerous personal 
encounters. These predators lurk on social media and 
game sites that appeal to children (the same virtual 
playgrounds where much cyberbullying happens). The 
best protection is to be able to talk to your children 
about what is happening in their lives. 

3. Posting Private Information- Children do not yet 
understand social boundaries. They may post personal 
information online, for example in their social media 
profiles that should not be out in public. Remind them 
that if Mum and Dad can see it, everyone can. 

 

 
 

 
 

4. Falling for scams - For young or old, the best protection 

against scams is knowing that if an offer sounds too good to be 

true, it probably isn't true.  

5. Accidentally Downloading Malware- As with scams, 

educating your children is the best protection, but antivirus 

software and related security protections can help safeguard 

your child's computer against any malware that sneaks into it. 

6. Posts that Come Back to Haunt a Child Later in Life - Explain 

to your teens that they might change how they wish to portray 

themselves online—but that the Internet won't let them. 

 

7. Phishing -   Phishing emails and smishing texts can pop up at 

any time, but the cybercriminals who devise them keep watch 

on sites that are popular with children, and gather information 

such as email addresses and friends' names to use in their 

scams. Teach your children to avoid clicking on emails or texts 

from strangers and to be wary of messages that claim to be 

from their friends but have no genuine personal message 

attached.   
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